
NTRPDC’s 2015 Annual Meet-
ing brought together more 
than 100 individuals from 
throughout the Northern Tier. 
Held April 17 at the Wysox Fire 
Hall in Towanda, the Annual 
Meeting is an opportunity to 
reflect on achievements 
throughout the region in the 
past year. Leo Gilroy, Director 
of Strategy and Innovation at 
the Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Industrial Resource Center 
(NEPIRC), delivered the key-
note address on leadership 
development.  He has been 
with NEPIRC since 2004 and 

assists manu-
facturers in 
strategic plan-
ning, innova-
tion engineer-
ing, and devel-
oping strong 
leadership 
within their 
company.   
Following Gil-
roy’s remarks, 
NTRPDC recog-
nized business-
es nominated 
for the 2015 
Governor’s 
Impact Awards. 
The awards 
honor Pennsyl-
vania business-

es that are making a positive 
impact both in their communi-
ties and globally. Businesses 
were nominated in one of five 
categories: Jobs First, Commu-
nity Impact, Small Business 
Impact, Entrepreneurial Im-
pact, or Export Impact. North-
ern Tier PREP partners worked 
together to nominate busi-
nesses throughout the region 
for this competition. Winners 
will be announced at the Gov-
ernor’s Impact Awards Ban-
quet on May 21 in Hershey. 

NTRPDC also recognized 
Craig Harting as Advisory 

Committee Member of the 
Year and for 25 years of service 
to NTRPDC. Harting, CEO of 
Sullivan County Rural Electric 
Cooperative, is a member of 
NTRPDC’s Executive Commit-
tee and Chairman of the Work-
force Investment Board (WIB).  
“Craig brings years of experi-
ence and expert insight into 
both workforce and economic 
development in the Northern 
Tier. ” said Frank Thompson, 
NTRPDC Deputy Director for 
Workforce Development.  

NTRPDC concluded the 
meeting by honoring staff for 
their years of service. Amy 
Armstrong and Nancy Kulick 
were recognized for 5 years of 
service each; Cynthia Traore 
was recognized for 15 years of 
service.  

Annual Meeting Draws More Than 100 Attendees 

May 2015 

Executive Committee 
NTRPDC Conference Room 
10:30 a.m. 
June 19, 2015 
kulick@northerntier.org 

Economic Development 
Advisory Committee 
NTRPDC Conference Room 
10:30 a.m. 
June 3, 2015 
hauser@northerntier.org 

Local Management 
Committee  
NTRPDC Conference Room 
11:00 a.m.  
July 28, 2015 
fay@northerntier.org 

RTAC  
NTRPDC Conference Room 
10:00 a.m.  
June 8, 2015 
baker@northerntier.org 

Workforce Investment 
Board 
NTRPDC Conference Room 
10:30 a.m.  
May 20, 2015 
warner@northerntier.org 

Youth Council 
NTRPDC Conference Room  
9:30 a.m.  
May 20, 2015 
felten@northerntier.org 

Upcoming Meetings 

Left to right: Keith Yurgosky, SBDC, and Kim Barnes, 
NTRPDC, recognize Brian and Tammie Graves, owners of 
Graves Accounting and Consulting Services, for being 
nominated for a Governor’s Impact Award. 

Leo Gilroy, NEPIRC Director of  
Strategy and Innovation,  
delivered the keynote address. 
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 Back Street Dreams, Inc. 
(Wellsboro, Tioga County) 
for $50,000 for costs associ-
ated with the expansion of 
the brewery at the Wellsbo-
ro House, a local restaurant.  
This project will retain 22 
jobs and create two. 

 Blue Harvest Grille (Gaines, 
Tioga County) for $25,000 as 
part of a $160,000 project to 
purchase a restaurant facili-
ty.  This will retain four jobs. 

 Campbell Creek Enterprises, 
LLC (Wellsboro, Tioga Coun-
ty) for $50,000 to purchase 

Timeless Destination, a res-
taurant in Wellsboro.  This is 
part of a $673,825 project 
that will retain 35 positions 
and create 23 within three 
years. 

Mark’s Brothers Restaurant & 
Lounge (Mansfield, Tioga 
County) for $25,000 to pur-
chase equipment and re-
model the restaurant.  This is 
part of a $50,000 project 
that will retain 12 jobs. 

 Rakoski Enterprises, Inc. 
(Mansfield, Tioga County) 
for $100,000 as part of a 

$650,000 total project cost.  
Rakoski Enterprises will pur-
chase the Mansfield NAPA 
store’s inventory and equip-
ment, continuing to operate 
the NAPA store and retain-
ing seven jobs. 

 Solid Ground Services, Inc. 
(Troy, Bradford County) for 
$100,000 as part of a 
$358,000 total project cost.  
Funds will be used to pur-
chase equipment for this 
new excavation and truck-
ing business in Troy.  This 
project will retain two jobs. 

NTRPDC update 

Six Loans Closed in March and April  

NTRPDC funding helps businesses retain and create jobs. 

Guides investment in Northern Tier transportation infrastructure. 

2015-2040 Transportation Plan Completed 

In April, the Northern Tier  
Long-Range Transportation 
Plan was finalized and ap-
proved by the NTRPDC Rural 
Transportation Advisory Com-
mittee (RTAC) and Executive 
Committee.  The plan, which 
considers our priorities for the 
regional transportation system 
from 2015 through 2040, is a 
component of the Regional 
Strategy and Action Plan.  

Over the past year, 
NTRPDC, as the regional rural 
planning organization, has led 
development of the plan in 
coordination with PennDOT 
and the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration. The plan consid-

ers all modes of transporta-
tion—from highways and 
bridges to rail freight, bicycle 
and pedestrian facilities, and 
airports. It includes a priori-
tized list of projects and plan-
ning activities to maintain, 
improve, and, where appropri-
ate, expand the region’s trans-
portation system over the next 
25 years.  

The plan was shaped by 
input from residents, transpor-
tation stakeholders, the RTAC, 
local governments, economic 
development agencies, com-
munity organizations, busi-
nesses, and the region’s five 
conservation districts.   

“Long-range transportation 
planning is an in-depth pro-
cess, through which we have 
sought to increase communi-
cation on transportation 
needs, gather input from 
across the region, and coordi-
nate a detailed and thorough 
process of collecting, discuss-
ing, and disseminating infor-
mation.  We look forward to 
the opportunity to continue 
working with communities 
across the Northern Tier as the 
plan is implemented,” said 
Brian Baker, NTRPDC Transpor-
tation Program Manager. 

County Outreach Meetings 

Bradford County  
May 12, 9:00 a.m.  
Stoll Natural Resource Center 
Wysox 

Susquehanna County  
May 27, 1:30 p.m.  
Montrose Borough Building  
89 Cherry Street 
Montrose 

Sullivan County  
May 12, 1:30 p.m. 
DCNR Building, Route 220 
Dushore 

Tioga County  
May 1, 9:00 a.m.  
Tioga County Development 
Corporation 
Wellsboro 

Wyoming County  
May 27, 10:00 a.m. 
Wyoming County EMA 
Tunkhannock 
 
To RSVP, please contact  
Rachel Hauser, NTRPDC  
Economic Development  
Program Manager, at  
570-265-1529 or 
hauser@northerntier.org.   

Back Street Dreams Loan Closing – 
Front Row: Robert J. Blair, TCDC Presi-
dent/CEO  and Laura  Kozuhowski, 
Wellsboro House Co-Owner.   
Back Row: Ron Butler, TCDC  Second 
Vice Chair; Stacy Urban, NTRPDC;  
Chris Kozuhowski, Wellsboro House  
Co-Owner: and Priscilla Walrath, 
Walrath & Coolidge, PC.  
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Register by May 8 for seminar in Wellsboro or Sayre. 

PA CareerLink® is sponsoring 
two Unemployment Compen-
sation (UC) 101 seminars in the 
Northern Tier region—one in 
Wellsboro on May 11 and one 
in Sayre on May 12.  These 
seminars guide employers 
through the process of open-
ing a UC claim through the 
Department of Labor & Indus-
try’s UC Service Center by an 
employee who has been sepa-
rated from employment, per-
manently or temporarily, or is 

working less than the employ-
er’s established full-time work 
week.  Important points in the 
seminar include:  
 What forms will the employ-

er receive when a UC claim 
is opened or reopened, and 
how will the information 
requested by used to deter-
mine the claimant’s eligibil-
ity and protect the employ-
er’s UC liability? 

 What steps are taken by the 
UC Service Center to deter-

mine a claimant’s eligibility 
for UC benefits? 

 What issues does the UC 
Service Center consider in 
determining a claimant’s 
eligibility? 

 The employer’s right to ap-
peal a determination issued 
by the UC Service Center. 

 Any additional forms the 
employer may receive relat-
ed to Unemployment Com-
pensation.  

Unemployment Compensation Seminars Planned 

23 local health care employees attended. 

NTRPDC update 

In April, 23 healthcare profes-
sionals from four local employ-
ers attended the Dementia 
Care and End-of-Life Training 
for Direct Care Workers at Sol-
diers + Sailors Memorial Hospi-
tal in Wellsboro.  Jeffrey Daub-
er, Education and Outreach 
Coordinator at the Alzheimer’s 
Association GPA, delivered the 
presentation, covering a vast 
array of information on de-
mentia/Alzheimer’s types, 
brain physiology, disease pro-

gression, effective communi-
cations, and end-of-life care. 

The Northeast Regional 
Health Care Industry Partner-
ship represents the Workforce 
Investment Areas of the North-
ern Tier, Lackawanna, Luzerne/
Schuylkill, and Pocono coun-
ties.  The four Workforce In-
vestment Boards work togeth-
er to establish a formal health 
care industry network that 
addresses common and over-
lapping needs of employers in 

the field.  Once trainings are 
scheduled, interested employ-
ers may apply for funding to 
offset the cost of these train-
ings that are important to their 
facility. 

For more information 
about future training opportu-
nities, contact Sherry Felten, 
NTRPDC Workforce Develop-
ment Program Manager, at 
570-265-1516 or  
felten@northerntier.org. 

Dementia and End-of-Life Care Training Held 

UC 101 Seminars 

Wellsboro 
Monday, May 11 
9:00 a.m. 
Tokishi Training Center  
124 Nypum Drive 
Wellsboro 
Registration required by 
May 8  
Call PA CareerLink® 
570-724-1939  

Sayre 
Tuesday, May 12 
8:30 a.m. 
Comfort Inn & Suites  
2160 Elmira Street 
Sayre 
Registration required by 
May 8  
Call PA CareerLink® 
570-265-2171  

Did you know? Tax Savings for Manufacturers & Export Sales 
The U.S. Tax Code provides a great tax savings benefit for manufacturing businesses 

who generate revenue from export sales. The benefit, known as an IC-DISC (Interest-Charge 
Domestic International Sales Corporation), allows an exporter to significantly reduce its in-
come taxes on up to 50% of its export net income or 4% of its export sales.   If you meet the 
criteria, you may be eligible to take advantage of this benefit. For further details, please 
contact Cynthia Traore, Export Development Program Manager at traore@northerntier.org 
or 570-265-1534.  



312 Main Street 
Towanda, PA 18848 
 
 
 
 
Phone: 570-265-9103 
Fax: 570-265-7585 
Toll-Free: 888-868-8800 
E-mail: info@northerntier.org 

www.NorthernTier.org 
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NTRPDC update 

The 2015 Northern Tier Munic-
ipal Summit was held on 
March 25, attracting more 
than 70 attendees.  Covering 
several hot topics for munici-
palities, this half-day informa-
tional seminar sought to pro-
vide information and expert 
insight on new floodplain 
boundaries, implications of 
the Act 89 transportation bill, 
and the COSTARS cooperative 
purchasing program in Penn-
sylvania.  Attendees included 
municipal officials, local elect-
ed officials, other local govern-

ment and public service enti-
ties, as well as local and re-
gional economic develop-
ment professionals. 

Kim Bullivant, Marketing 
Manager for COSTARS, Penn-
sylvania’s cooperative pur-
chasing program, delivered 
the keynote address, speaking 
on how municipalities can 
utilize this resource to help 
expedite their process for effi-
ciently and effectively filling 
contracts with suppliers also 
registered in COSTARS. 

 

Other speakers at the mu-
nicipal summit included Don 
Free, PennDOT District 3-0 
Municipal Services Supervisor, 
and Jim Weaver, Tioga County 
Planning Director.  Future an-
nual municipal summits are 
being planned.  If you have 
any questions about the sum-
mit or would like to offer sug-
gestions on topics important 
to your municipality, please 
contact Jeff Field at  
570-265-1541 or 
field@northerntier.org.  

Northern Tier Municipal Summit Held 

More than 70 participated in the informational seminar. 

Procurement Seminar:   
Doing Business with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

June 9, 2015, 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  
NTRPDC office, 312 Main Street, Towanda, PA   

Are you seeking opportunities to grow your business and sell to the government?  Has 
your company wanted to do business with the Commonwealth but didn’t know how to 
start?   

If so, this free training seminar is a perfect chance to learn how to successfully pursue 
contract opportunities with the Commonwealth of PA.  Doing Business with the Common-
wealth will highlight the tools and resources essential to competently seek solicitations 
and bidding opportunities in state contracting. Topics covered will include required state 
registrations, navigating the Commonwealth's procurement websites, statewide con-
tracts, PA COSTARS program, bidding, and other resources, tools and areas of oppor-
tunity.  

For more information or to register, please contact Laurie Lentz at lentz@northerntier.org 
or 570-265-1538.   

Free COSTARS Training 

Learn about the Commonwealth’s  
cooperative purchasing program— 
an important tool for municipalities. 
 
RSVP: Jeff Field, field@northerntier.org 
570-265-1541 

Friday, May 15   
(Reserve your seat by May 8) 
Registration begins at 9:30 a.m., training 
begins at 10:00 a.m.  Lunch provided. 
Location: NTRPDC, 312 Main Street, 
Towanda 


